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cannot follow Professor Haddon (Trans. Roy. Dubl. Soc.

ser. 2, vol. iv. p. 321) in regarding Tealia tuherculata as a

possible synonym of Actinauge Richardi. Owing to Prof,

Haddon's kindness we have had an opportunity of seeing

Cocks's original drawing, and we can only state that it is

quite possible it was made from a merely overgrown specimen
of T. crassicornis. While, therefore, as Gosse says, T. tuher-

culata may be a true species (Actin. Brit. p. 217), we must
state our beliet that as yet its distinctive specitic charac-

teristics have not been diagnosed.

Mr. Cunningham arrives at the conclusion that Bolocera

eques, Gosse, is the same as Tealia tuherculata. But it

appears a rather high-handed course to ignore totally the non-

retractility of the margin, which Gosse made one of the

distinguishing features of the genus Bolocera^ and, in addition,

to assume that Gosse is mistaken in the number he assigns

to the tentacles. We do not think that such an accurate

observer as Gosse can have gone so far astray in a matter of

external form.

We cannot conclude without expressing our surprise that

Mr. Cunningham has included in the genus Tealia^ defined

by himself as possessing a decimal arrangement of parts, such

a form as T. bunodiformis, Hertvvig, which has been de-

scribed in the ' Challenger ' Keport (p. 35) as possessing parts

certainly not conforming in number or disposition to this

definition. Wehave elsewhere urged the probable identity

of T. hunodiformis and Bunodes thallia, Gosse {I. c. p. 319j

;

but, in any case, it must be widely separate from such a well-

defined genus as Tealia.

IX. —Tenth Contribution to the Knowledge of the Fauna of
Madagascar *. By Dr. A. GuNTHER, F.E.8.

[Plate VI.]

A SMALL collection made by the Rev. James Wills in the

torest-district east of Imerina contained a few new or inter-

esting species.

Among the Mammalia there is a specimen of a very pecu-

liarly coloured Sjjecies of Hemicentetes.

Hemicentetes nigrofuscus.

This species agrees with IJemicentetes semispinosus in size,

* y. " Ninth Contribution to the Knowledge of the Fauna of Madagas-
car," Ann. >S: Mag. Nat. Hist. 1882, vol, ix. p. 2H2.
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the proportions of the body, and the distribution of the orna-

mental markings; but what is yellow or whitish in H. semi-

spinosifs is of a bright light chestnut-colour in this species,

and the middle of the chest and abdomen is black.

In the only specimen available at present the fur is very

thin and consists on the side of the abdomen of thin woolly

hairs, sparsely mixed with very slender bristles. The crest

across the nape is formed by less numerous spines, which,

like all the spines on the back, are of a deep orange colour.

Thinner black bristles are mixed with the hair as in the allied

species *.

The dentition is that of an adult animal and formed by the

permanent teeth. On comparing it with a specimen of U.
semisptnosus of the same size, no great difference can be

observed as to the general shape and relative position of the

teeth. But the molars are of conspicuously larger size and

are less broad transversely, with the exception of the hind-

most (fourth) molar, which is rudimentary. The distance of

the canine from the front incisor is 4 millim., that between

the canine and second prgemolar 7 millim.

Only one specimen was obtained ; the skin is 140 millim.

long, and the head measures 40 millim. to the front margin

of the ear.

The Reptiles consist of specimens of Sepsina gastrosiicta^

O'Sh. ; Chama^leon lateralis^ Gray ; Chammleon brevicornis,

Gthr. ;
Chanue/eon glohifer, Gthr. ; Chajnceleon ?iasutuSy

Gray ; and Chama:hon Willsti, sp. n. Among the Snakes

specimens of Ffgas inft-asignatus, Gthr. (1882), are of special

interest, inasmuch as they prove that Dromicus Stunipffi,^

Bottg. (1881), and Dromicus Baroni, Blgr. (1887), are indi-

vidual variationsor modifications of age of the same species f.

Dipsas colvbrina is represented in this collection and seems

to be generally distributed.

A species of Liophis I believe to be undescribed, and,

finally, Mimophis madagascaricnst's, Gthr., occurs also in

this district.

* I may here mention that Heviicentetes nigriceps, Giinth. (Ann. &
Mag. Nat. Hist., Aug. 1875), has since been renamed by Jentink Hemi-
centetes variegatus, var. Buffoni ('Notes h\<va the Leyden Museum,'

1879, p. loO). I am afraid that Dr. Jentink will be still less inclined to

acknowledge the form now described as a distinct species.

t Dromicus^ madagascariejisis, Gthr., proves to be very distinct, although

it has a similar coloration. Its head is much shorter and broader, the

eye smaller, and in all specimens known the abdomen is unspotted, as in

pome of Ptt/fis infraswnfitus.
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Chamcehon Willsii. (PI, VI.)

This species is closely allied to Chamcehon minor (Ann. &
Mag. Nat. Hist. 1879, vol. iv. p. 246), bat differs by its

broader head, which is quite flat between the orbits in the

female, and very slightly concave in the male, whilst in Cha-
mceJeon minor the upperside of the head is deeply concave in

both sexes. Snout of the adult male produced into two flat

compressed horns, divergent in front and covered with large

scutes, of which one in tlie middle of the upper edge projects

like a prong ; the horns are much less approximate at the

base than in Chamadeon minor ; they are, as usual, absent in

the female. Occipital region with a rounded margin behind,

without any prominent parietal crest, which in Chammleon
minor is rather conspicuous. No lateral occipital flaps. A
dorsal crest is present in the male only, and consists of a

few conical tubercles which occupy the nape of the neck. No
gular or ventral median series of tubercles. Head covered
with small, flat, irregular scutes ; scutes of the body uniform,

flat, scarcely smaller than those of the head, but much larger

than in Chamceleon minor. Heel without spur or promi-
nence.

Dark greenish or yellowish, with a white streak along the

median Imeof the throat and abdomen
; a narrow yellow ring

round the middle of the foot; a similar marking is indicated

by one or two small spots on the hand ; female with an inter-

rupted yellow line along the hinder side of the hind limb and
continued for a short distance on each side of the tail.

Four specimens were collected, two adult males and two
females. The larger of the males is 6^ inches long, the tail

measuring 3^ inches. The fully adult female is smaller,

measuring only 4^ inches, of which the tail takes one half.

Liojyhis Lnerince.

Scales in nineteen series. Head short, snout rather pointed
;

eye small, with round pupil. Kostral shield protruding,

extending on to the upper surface of the head ; frontals small,

the anterior scarcely one half the size of the posterior ; ver-

tical longer than broad ; occipitals as long as vertical and
postfrontals together. Loreal short ; one prasocular, not

reaching to the upper surface of the head ; two postoculars.

Eight upper labials, the fourth and flfth entering the orbit.

Temporals l+2-|-5, the foremost in contact with the lower

postocular only. 'I'hree lower labials in contact with tiie

anteiior (.hin-.shields.
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Ventrals 146; anal divided; subcaudals 28 + ^', possibly

40. Posterior maxillary tooth strong and separated from the

preceding by an interspace.

Upper parts brown, with four rather indistinct blackish

lines, the outer along the fourth and the inner along the

seventh series of scales ; upper labials yellowish, marbled

with blackish like the throat ; lower parts greyish, nearly

black.

The length of the single specimen is 18 inches, of whicli

the somewhat mutilated tail measures two.

This species seems to be allied to Liophis quinquelineatus

(Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. 1881, vol. vii. p. 359), of which

the type has been lost. It differs, however, by its somewhat

larger eye, fewer series of scales, and different coloration

of the head.

X.

—

R'port upon the Crustacea collected by P. W. Bassett-

Smittiy Esq., Surgeon E.N., during the Survey of the

Macclesfield and Tizard Banks, in the China Sea, by

HJI.S'. 'Rambler,' Commander W. U.Moore. By R. I.

Pocock.

This collection of Crustacea is composed principally of

Brachyurous forms of small size. Seventeen species have

been identitied, and of these three are now described for the

first time. This percentage of new species from seas so well

known is distinctly good. The chief interest centres in the

Maioid forms, two of them being new to science and the rest

noticeable in other respects.

In addition to the species here enumerated several small

specimens of a species oi Alpheus were taken ; but the iden-

tilication of these has not been attempted, on account of their

immaturity and imperfect condition.

1. Gonodactylus chiragra (Fabr.).

One small specimen in 3 feet of water at the north-east

extremity of the reef.

2. Galathea australiensis, Stimpson.

Galathea australiensis, Stimpson, Proc. Ac. Sci. Philad. p. 89 (1858)

;

Henderson, Auomura of ' Challenger' Exped. p. 118, pi. xii. fig. 5.

Two specimens without clielipedes in 32 fathoms of water

on ^Macclesfii'ld Bank.


